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rom dramatic run-offs and
young riders marking impres-
sive scores that would make
many professionals envious, to

new entry-level classes and the inclusion
of the first para reining competition at
the All American Quarter Horse 
Congress, the ancillary reining events
throughout the first week of the show
brought the feel of something special.
Whether it was a veteran Congress cham-
pion winning another year’s victory or a
long-time competitor finally accepting
their first Congress trophy or medallion,
the Congress carves a special place in the
heart of every reining competitor there
and draws them back year-after-year to
test their skills once again among some
of the best in their respective division.

Novice Horse Open and Non
Pro
The Novice Horse Open and Non Pro
Champions were the first to be crowned
at this year’s Congress. After winning
the 2015 Novice Horse Open Level 2
Congress title, NRHA Professional Jerry
Coleman and Itsa Last Wimpy returned
this year and once again finished atop
the leader board. Coleman and Itsa Last
Wimpy showed 68th in the draw of 103
Novice Horse Open and Non Pro com-
petitors to mark a 217 for the win.
Owned by Denise Hopkins-Santagata,
of Middletown, New York, Itsa Last
Wimpy and Coleman earned a pay-
check for $956. Another NRHA Profes-
sional, Brian Welman, guided FS Lenas
Starlight, owned by Richard Vernon, to

reserve honors in the Novice Horse
Open Level 2 with a score of 216.5. 

A decade had passed since Sam
Schaffhauser last competed at the All
American Quarter Horse Congress. After
relocating to Tennessee this past June,
Schaffhauser returned to capture the
Novice Horse Open Level 1 champi-
onship on Smoking Tinseltown, owned
by David Silva, of Pilot Point, Texas. “He
is a nice horse that we have just been
taking it a little slower because he’s been
a little immature. So, I just took him and
showed him a few times this year in some
novice horse stuff to get him more sea-
soned. He was real good for me at the
Congress, so that was his last show for
the year. We are planning on getting him
ready for some derbies next year since he
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is only four,” Schaffhauser said. “I really
appreciate the Silvas letting me keep riding
and showing him.” In addition to their
win in the Level 1, Schaffhauser and
Smoking Tinseltown also tied for fourth
in the Level 2 to bring their total earnings
to $730. Hall of Famer Mike Flarida took
home the Novice Horse Open Level 1
Reserve championship on Xtra Playful
Chic, owned by Patrice Schreiber.

Kara Gray Frye, of Lexington, 
Kentucky competed 51st in the working
order aboard her 5-year-old gelding
Juice N Silk. The duo scored a 217 to
take over the lead in both the Novice
Horse Non Pro Level 1 and Level 2 and
their score would hold on in both divi-
sions for the win. “I was fortunate
enough to win the Congress Futurity
Level 2 many years ago and I am fairly
local, so the Congress has always been
a big dream of mine,” Frye said. “After
the awards, we got everyone together to
get pictures taken and when that was all
done and everyone got on the golf carts
with all the awards to head back to the
stalls, I walked back with my horse on
that little brick path that winds through
the grass and the most gorgeous flowers
that are all still in bloom and it was so
surreal. That’s when I just started to cry.
It was just everything that I hoped it
would be.” In addition to the $1,274 in
prize money, Frye and Juice N Silk won
two Congress bronze trophies along

with NRHA Lawson
and pewter trophies.
“When I first
hooked up with
Mark and Shannon
(Rafacz) I needed to
up my game and I
am so thankful to
have people who are
so willing to help me
through this long
distance and be
there for me while I
work through things
on my own. I’m just
grateful for their
help and friendship
and the amazing
support from my
husband Alan,” Frye
said. Making the
event even more
special was winning
the class alongside Shannon who earned
reserve honors in the Level 2 aboard
Iboom with a score of 215. Indy Roper,
of Hobart, Indiana, and Skeet Shooting
Spook were the Reserve Champions in
the Novice Horse Non Pro Level 1 with
a score of 214.

Open
Hall of Famer Shawn Flarida piloted
Tinseltown Fly Guy to the NRHA Open
championship at the Congress this year

with a score of 225. In
2013, Flarida showed
Tinseltown Fly Guy to
the NRHA Futurity L4
Open Reserve champi-
onship. Since then the
pair has made almost
every major event finals
pushing the stallion’s
earnings over $242,000.
Their win at the 
Congress added another
$2,137 to ‘Fly Guy’s’ life-
time earnings for owner
Patricia Holtzman, of
Orchard Lake, Michigan.
Holtzman also competed
at the Congress this year
aboard Fly Guy in non
pro events. Flarida
clinched the win in the
AQHA Senior Reining as

well this year on Meradas Shining,
owned by Alberto Casasco, with a score
of 221. In 2014, Eduardo Salgado
showed Meradas Shining to the cham-
pionship in the Hollywoodstinseltown
Open Futurity at the Tulsa Reining
Classic. Flarida and Meradas Shining
won $400 for the win. NRHA Profes-
sional Matthew Palmer earned the
reserve title in the NRHA Open aboard
Dun Alotta Chics, owned by J. Marie
Haring. They marked a 222 for reserve
honors. Palmer also followed right
behind Flarida again in the AQHA
Senior Reining to earn the reserve title
on Mark Hurd’s CC Enterprise with a
score of 220.5.

Nathan Morton showed ARC Shesa
Walla to the NRHA Intermediate Open
championship for owner Misty Yelton.
The duo marked a 215.5 to capture the
win and tie for sixth place in the Open
for a combined payout of $1,661. The
win also marked the first Congress
championship for the NRHA Profes-
sional who began competing at the
event five years ago. Morton and ARC
Shesa Walla also earned the reserve title
in the AQHA Junior Reining this year
at the Congress with a score of 217.
Nick Nelson showed KR Smart Lil Devil
to the Intermediate Open Reserve
championship for owner Amy
Thompson. Nelson and KR Smart Lil
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Devil scored a 215.
The NRHA Limited Open class cham-

pionship went to NRHA Professional
Mark Dickman on Shiners Whizard,
owned by Denise Hopkins-Santagata,
who also owns the Novice Horse Open
Level 2 Champion, Itsa Last Wimpy.
Dickman and Shiners Whizard scored
a 213 for the win. Mike Jennings
showed his own Dunnit Topsailing to
the Reserve Champion title in the
Limited Open with a score of 212. But
that wasn’t the only event that Jennings
and Dunit Topsailing excelled in at the
Congress this year. The duo also com-
peted in the AQHA Senior Ranch Riding
where they earned sixth place prize

money with a score
of 227.5.

NRHA Profes-
sional Mark Rafacz
and Top This Chic,
owned by Peter and
Courtney Morgan,
won the Prime Time
Open class with a
score of 213. “She is
really a nice horse, a
really powerful mare.
She always tries hard
and sometimes tries
so hard that she gets
in her own way, so I
really wanted to go in
there and get her to
go around and not let

it overwhelm her. I obviously wanted
to do well with her for Peter and
Courtney, but I wanted her to realize its
okay to not try quite so hard and she
was good,” Rafacz said and noted that
their run was the first time that he has
finally accepted he is Prime Time eli-
gible and entered the class. NRHA Pro-
fessional Donald Adams, of Indian
Mound, New Brunswick, Canada, came
to the Congress this year and took home
the Prime Time Open Reserve champi-
onship aboard his DA Chick Olena
Dunit.

NRHA Professional Robin Schoeller
and Tinseltown Flash, the 2015 All
American Quarter Horse Congress

Open Futurity L4 Champion, returned
to the Congress this year and added
another title to the 4-year-old stallion’s
list of accolades as they won the AQHA
Junior Reining. Schoeller and ‘Mr. T’,
owned by Beth Himes’ Ruoff Dieter
Reining Horses LLC, marked a 221.5 for
the win. “He has been such a great horse
for me. We wanted to do well with him
here to help qualify him for the AQHA
World Show in 2017 and he was just as
good as he always is. He is such a great-
minded stallion and I appreciate Beth
letting me continue to show him,”
Schoeller said. 

Non Pro and Rookie
The various Non Pro ancillary classes
had the highest number of entries this
year at the Congress with 134 in the
draw in the Non Pro. Lyndsey Jordan
Cruise, of Georgetown, Kentucky had
taken a few years off from competing at
the Congress, but decided to show her
prized gelding, Made By Magnum, with
the hope of adding Congress Champion
to their long list of achievements. Com-
peting as draw 58, Cruise and Made By
Magnum, a.k.a. Bentley, performed a
flawless NRHA Pattern 6 to score a
219.5 and capture the Non Pro cham-
pionship. “The last time that I won the
Congress was exactly 10 years ago, so it
was really cool to win again, especially
on the 50th anniversary,” Cruise said.
“I really wanted this so bad for my
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horse’s record because he has accom-
plished so much already and a Congress
championship now makes it seem com-
plete. I am really thankful for all the help
from Robin and everyone at Robin
Schoeller Reining Horses. And mom and
dad and my husband Cage were all there
to cheer me on, which made it even
more fun and special.”

Molly Morgenstern teamed up with
her new horse, Wimpys Little Freckl,
to win the NRHA Intermediate Non
Pro championship and capture the
reserve title in the Non Pro with a score
of 218.5. “This was my first ever 
Congress win. I’m 39-years-old and
have been showing at the Congress
since I was 10 and have been the con-
stant bridesmaid,” Morgenstern
laughed.” So, it was really a beautiful
night for us. I don’t know how many
people know, but I have just had a
really rough year so far. My mom
passed away, I lost RC (RC Fancy Step),
and it has kind of been one hit after
another. So, to have the year coming to
an end with my dad and I standing at
the gate to get our Congress trophy was
very special. My dad was weeping, my
friends had tears in their eyes, and it
just couldn’t have come at a better time
in my personal life either. It was a big
day for sure and I am truly grateful for
Pete and Erin (DeFreitas) and everyone
at Double Run. Purchasing “Zeke” has

been a true blessing.
I’m just embarrassed
a little that my dad,
who likes pleasure
horses, is the one
who really made me go buy him.”

Sarah Christen on Chips Dun Right
and Emily Fisher aboard I Think I Can
Can tied for reserve honors in the NRHA
Intermediate Non Pro, but it was the
Limited Non Pro where the two ladies
really got the crowd cheering. With
matching scores of 215.5 to tie for the
lead in the Limited Non Pro, both
Christen and Fisher decided they wanted
to run-off for the title. Christen and Chips
Dun Right showed first in the run-off and
had the crowd screaming as they laid
down another beautifully executed
pattern and marked another 215.5. As
Fisher and I Think I Can Can walked to
the center of the arena the tension in the
air was apparent as everyone waited to
see who would come out victorious. “I
was telling myself to not get freaked out
while Sarah was showing and the crowd
was going nuts. I kept looking over at
Robin (Schoeller) and everyone because
I didn’t want to watch and lose my focus,
so I was counting on them to let me
know when I needed to change direc-
tions and finish prepping my horse before
I had to go in. And every time I looked
at them they looked so normal, like it
was no big deal, not nervous or worried

that I couldn’t do this. That gave me the
extra spurt that I needed to know that
yes, I really can do this,” Fisher said.
“Then right before I went in Robin came
over and said, ‘You know you are really
going to have to run hard.’ And I was so
excited. It was like permission granted,
go get this done.”

Fisher and I Think I Can Can ran
another flawless run with the crowd
excitedly cheering. As they walked out
of the arena their score was an-
nounced, a 220 to win the NRHA
Limited Non Pro in one of the most
competitive run-offs in recent Con-
gress history. “As I walked out I was
so pleased because my horse just tried
her little heart out for me, but I hon-
estly had no idea what my score would
be or if it would be enough to win. I
was just so proud of her and what she
did for me. I had never run her that
hard before and when I asked it from
her she answered. When they an-
nounced our score I just cried and
hugged Mike. I was just flabbergasted
that I could ever score that high.”

The win for Fisher capped off an in-
credible week for her and her 5-year-
old mare she calls Faith. Earlier in the
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week, the duo marked a 215.5 to win
the NRHA Rookie II championship. “I
can’t thank Robin enough for helping
me this year and guiding me to make
the right decisions. He has helped me
so much with Faith. When I first started
riding with him at the beginning of the
year I was on the verge of selling Faith
because she frustrated me so badly. But
now I can’t imagine selling her,” Fisher
said. “I am also so thankful for my
husband Mike and all the sacrifices he
has made for me to be able to do this.
And for my faith in God, which is huge
to me. Without him I couldn’t have
done any of this.” Tayler Tiernery on
Got Milks A Whiz and Ashley 
Herrmann on Like My Gun tied for the
Rookie II reserve title with scores of 212.

Jim Windham showed his Walks With
Swagger to the Prime Time Non Pro
championship with a score of 215. The
win not only marked their very first Con-
gress title, but it was also their very first
Congress experience. “After our first class
I ended up fifth and I was a little disap-
pointed, but everyone came out and was
giving me high fives. They later told me
that most don’t do that well at their first
Congress,” Windham said. “I showed
early in the draw so I really didn’t think
our score would hold on until the end of
the class, but it did and it was a pretty
exciting experience for sure.”

Youth
The youth performances during the
Congress were nothing short of impres-
sive. Luca Fappani had always wanted
to show at the Congress and was excited
to finally have the opportunity. In the
NRHA Youth 13 & Under, Fappani
guided Custom Spook to a high score
of 220 to win their first Congress cham-
pionship. “I walked in last and I was
really excited because the first day I
had a bobble so we didn’t do very
well and I was ready to redeem
myself,” Fappani said. “I expected
nothing more of him. He was as
good as he has ever been for me so I
was really pumped and when they
announced my score I was really
excited.” Fappani also earned third
place aboard Premier Diamond. 

Emma Lane won the Youth 13
& Under Reserve championship
on her dad’s Gunner Gump. But it
was in the AQHA Youth 13 &
Under class where Lane and
Gunner Gump really shined. The
pair scored a 212.5 to capture the
win by a two-and-a-half-point
margin. Emilia Reutimann and
CBK Rooksters Resolve took home
reserve honors.

Savannah Ostner has been having
a stellar fall as she and A Bueno Chic
just recently won the South Central

AffiliateRegional Champi-
onships. The Congress
proved to be another suc-
cessful show for Ostner
and A Bueno Chic as they
marked a 217 in the
NRHA Youth 14-18 class
to clinch their first-ever
Congress championship.
Ostner, who started riding
with Sam Schaffhauser
earlier this summer, was
quick to pass much of the
credit on to everyone who
helped her accomplish this
goal. “I was so excited and
still probably in a little bit
of shock. It’s one of those
moments that you dream
about and you can picture

it in your head and hope it really
happens, but when it does you are still
awestruck,” Ostner said. “I had
switched trainers and started riding
with Sam after the derby this year so it
was a challenge to get used to a new
training program. But I am so grateful
for everything they have done for me.
They have been so incredible and I
wouldn’t have been able to accomplish
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any of this without them this year.” Evie
Laney showed Wally Wonka Whiz to
reserve in the NRHA Youth 14-18 with
a score of 216.

The AQHA Youth classes saw some
more first-time winners as Paxton
Chilcote won the AQHA Youth 14-18
aboard Electric Starlight and Jennifer
Kasper earned reserve honors on The
Shiney Whiz, a horse she is currently
leasing through the new NRHA Lease
program. Chilcote also went on to
capture the Reserve championship in
the Novice Youth class with a score
of 213.5. Jessica Batton is local to the
central Ohio area and was excited to
pick up the AQHA Novice Youth
championship with a score of 214.5
aboard her new horse Goodtime
Chocoholic. “I just got him this
summer. From the moment that I first
got on to try him out he just did every-
thing that I asked and was so easy to
ride and, of course, he is also just so
beautiful,” Batton said. “I hadn’t
shown him a whole lot yet, so the first
day we didn’t have as good of a run
because my timing was a little bit off.
Then in the Novice Youth, my stops
were good and my spins were really

good too. I was really proud
of our spins because they
were the best that we have
had in the show pen so far.” 

The NRHA Short Stirrup
at the Congress is always a
crowd favorite to watch as
NRHA’s youngest competi-
tors give it their all to
become the next Congress
Champion. Katelyn Cofell
dominated the competition
this year as she piloted Pine-
sails Wimpy, owned by Bob
Santagata, to the winner’s
circle with a high score of
220. “He kind of surprised
me a little because when I
ride him he has never really
gone that fast before, but he
was really good and I was
really happy with our run
when we finished because I
felt like we did our best,”

Cofell said. “It was really cool to be able
to show Pinesails Wimpy. I thanked Bob
and Arlene (Santagata) a lot for letting
me ride him.” Cadence Eger also had a
great run as she marked a 217 on
Empire Chic, owned by Matt Lantz, to
reserve honors in the Short Stirrup.

Green Reiner 2
The NRHA Green Reiner 2 was one of
the new classes offered this year at the
Congress and it was well received as 64
horse and rider teams competed for the
championship. Rachel Munday showed
her FS Einstein Dun It an early 15th in
the working order to take the lead with
a score of 213. But it would be hours
before the class was over and Munday
realized she had won her first Congress
trophy. “My first couple of rides here I
was a little bit nervous, but then I just
thought you know, I just need to go
ride my horse like I know how to ride
and it was amazing,” Munday said. “We
went in the pen and it started out phe-
nomenal. Had great stops. Came to the
middle. My spins were great and he
circled good. It was the ride of a lifetime
for me. I couldn’t be happier with my
horse.” Making the win extra special
for Munday was the opportunity to
share it with her husband Eric, her
parents and family friend Valerie
Edwards, who Munday credits with
getting her more involved in horse ac-
tivities and events growing up. Allison
Dusha took home the Reserve Cham-
pion title on Peppyguns Moonshadow
with a score of 212.5.
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Freestyle
The Freestyle Open and Non Pro classes
always draw a full house to watch the
ticketed event where reiners perform
choreographed routines to music. Many
also include elaborate costumes to add
more artistic influence to their perform-
ances. Shannon Quinlan and Ms White
Cinch, owned by Angela Ream, 

performed a crowd favorite routine to the
music from the movie Top Gun. Quinlan
dressed as a fighter pilot and outfitted her
horse in a silver slinky and jet wings,
making their stops look like a fighter jet
coming in for landing. As the cheers
echoed through the coliseum and the
score came in, a 225.5, it was apparent

the crowd and judges agreed they were
deserving of the NRHA Open Freestyle
Reining presented by Weaver Leather
championship. There was a 2-way tie for
second place with NRHA Professional
Tom Hoyt riding Bright Crome for owner
Sara Petersen and NRHA Professional
Dan James riding his IRA Top Gunner.

Frederick Win and 
Stop Sparkle N Spin

Shannon Quinlan and
Ms White Cinch
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But it was Frederick Win and Stop
Sparkle N Spin who stole the crowd’s
hearts that night as they performed a
tribute to wounded warriors with the
hope of inspiring people to never stop
believing they can achieve something
great. Born with only a partial right leg,
Win never looked at his disability as a
handicap. Instead, the lawyer from 
Atlantic City, New Jersey says it inspires
him to show people that you can do any-
thing if you put your mind to it.
“Growing up people didn’t want to help
me ride. People didn’t like to see
someone like me out there doing things
and being successful. They wanted me
to be like others like me and stay inside
and not try things. They wanted to feel
sorry for me,” Win recalled. “But I
always wanted to ride and to inspire
people and teach people to look at
everyone the same.” That is exactly what
happened for Win Saturday night. As
the crowd gave a standing ovation the

score was announced as a 218.5 and
Win won the Non Pro Freestyle pre-
sented by Weaver Leather. “It was just
an incredible night. I was a little worried
when I heard the crowd booing the
score before me. But when I went in they
cheered so loud that I couldn’t hear my
music anymore. So, I just tried to stick
to my routine the best that I could. I
hope to continue to do stuff like this and
get even better. I thought I could have
a good ride, but I never knew that I
would win. It was an amazing feeling,”
Win said. Reed Kyle finished in second
place aboard Gunner Git Ya Dun owned
by his parents, Pete and Tamra Kyle.

USA Para Reining
Earlier in the week, Win had another
exciting performance as he won the first
ever USA Para Reining Grade 4 cham-
pionship on his Rem N Trash. “To win
a Congress trophy was just incredible.
I have never won an actual trophy like

that before. I won ribbons, but nothing
like this,” he said. There were four total
divisions in the Para Reining. Holly 
Jacobson earned reserve honors in the
Grade 4 on Ruf N Loaded. Cole Jacobs
showed Pinstripe Benz to the USA Para
Reining Grade 3 championship and
Cullen Santino Le Roy piloted his
Smokin N Tinseltown to second place
honors, while Jennifer Flanagan guided
Docs Handy Ruby to the Grade 2 cham-
pionship. Dale Dedrick was the winner
in the Grade 1 aboard Ruf N Loaded.
History was made with the addition of
the USA Para Reining classes at the
Congress this year and the profound
effect it had showed on more than just
the exhibitors’ faces. As sponsors of the
class gathered in the arena to 
present each rider with their awards,
people stayed in the stands to watch
and cheer for each rider. Tears were had
by many as the event inspired everyone
in attendance. �
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